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ABSTRACT 

This is an address by Vernon Jordan, Jr., executive 
director of the National Urban League. Mr. Jordan notes that for the 
first time in many years there is a spirit of hope and 
self-confidence in the black community because of the newly elected 
national administration. However, the new admin istration must be 
sensitive to educational issues affecting blacks. Educational issues 
resolve themselves into political power issues and the story of black 
education in America has been a power play between those who deny 
rights and those who are determined enough to escape the marginal 
status assigned to them. Conflict centered on educational policy 
demonstrate two facts: (1) schools are very important, no matter what 
the experts say, and (2) school systems have as their central 
function the three S's; sorting, screening, and selecting, not the 
education of children. Blacks have not made their presence felt to 
the degree that is necessary. There are issues that go beyond clear 
ones like curriculum, staffing, and community . invplvement to which 
blacks must, direct their attention. School financing and whether the 
Office of Education should remain in- HEW or whether it should be a 
separate department are two such issues. It is concluded that all 
blacks should adapt a spirit of cooperation and joint helpfulness in 
order to survive and overcome adversity. (Author/AM) 
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For the first time in many years there is a spirit of hope and 
renewed self-confidence in the black com^nitt. The uong. dark age 
of benign neglect and of overt opposition to minorities appears to 

HAVE ended and IN ITS PLACE WE HAVE A NBV NATIONAL ADMINISTRATION 
that has DEMONSTRATED ITS SKILL IN MANIPULATING THE SYMBOLS OF POWER 
IN SUCH A WAY AS TO ENGENDER HOPE AMONG THE VICTIMS OF THE PAST. 

The SYMBOLISM OF SUCH POPULIST MOVES AS THE PRESIDENT WAQ^NG 

DOWN Pennsylvania Avenue during the Inauguration, sending A.my to a 

LARGELY BLACK PUBLIC SCHOOL. SPEAKING TO CITIZENS OVER THE TELEPHONE 
AMD IN A FIRESIDE CHAT. AiD STRIPPING HIGH OFFICIALS OF SOME OF THE 
MORE VISIBLE PERQUISITES OF OFFICE mVE LED MANY OF US TO BELIEVE 
THaT BIGGER CHANGES ARE IN^'STORE. O 



VIashington. D.C. 
April 2. 1977 



u s DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION & MELFARE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION 



THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 
DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED ROM 
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORlGlN- 
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPfNiONS 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE* 
SENT OFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 



HIE BLACK PRESEfJCE IN EDUCATION 



/kD FOR THOSE OF US WITH A SHARPENED SENSE OF HISTORY^ THERE WAS. 
A MOVING PIECE OF SYMBOLISM DURING THE In.'\UGURATI0N CEREMONIES WHEN A " 
BLACK CHOIR FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ATLANTA SANG THE CiVIL WaR M^JRCHIMG 

song^ 'The Battle Hymn of the Republic" at the Inauguration of a 
President from the Deep South. 

But symbolism and political theatre don't put people to work. 
They don't put money in people's pockets. They don't improve the 
education of our children. So while we respond to the symbols^ none 
OF us can afford the luxury of not demanding the substance of change. 

Our many concerned organizations gathered here to formulate an ALLIA^]CE 
TO GIVE our children THE SCHOOLING AND SKILLS THEY NEED TO SURVIVE IN 
THIS often HOSTILE WCRLD^ MUST DEMAND SUBSTANTIVE CHANGE; MUST POOL OUR 
CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES^ SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES TO MAKE OUR CHILDREN'S 
lives' BRIGHTER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE. 

For those of us with this cause firmly in mind^ our hope in the 

FUTURE^ and our EXPECTATIONS FROM THIS AdMINISTT?ATION, ARE NOT BASED ON 
ITS SYMBOLIC ACTS. NOR ARE THEY BASED ON CAMPAIGN PROMISES^ POLICY 
STATEMENTS^ OR SIMPLE FAITH. ^ 

Our HOPES are solidly based on the power of the black vote^ because 

IT WAS THAT BLACK VOTE THAT TOOK JiMMY CARTER OUT OF A PEANUT WAREHOUSE . 

IN Plains and fut him into the White House in Washington. 

Educational issues^ as we have learned through cur long^ hard history 

RESOLVE themselves INTO POLITICAL PWER ISSUES. WhO GOES TO WHICH SCHOOL^ 



WHAT TEXTS ARE USED^ VVHERE THE BUSES GO OR EVEN IF THEY RUN AT AI_L^ MD 

how the money is distributed are only superficially educational issues. 
They are in fact political issues and such issues are universally 
resolved by the prudent use of political t'tuscle. 

The black vote sei^ one President into retirement and gave another 

one his new job. In the past representatives of INFLUENTIAL VOTING 
GROUPS HAVE pRESHNTED A BILL FOR 'IHEIR SERVICES — WHETHER IT WAS IjABOR 
getting ORGANIZirjG U\WS OR BUSINESS GETTING REWRmFN TAX LAWS^ FOV>/ER 
BLXS HAVE ALWAYS CALLED IN TWEIR DEBTS, NOW^ IT IS a'R TURN. NoW^ IT 
IS BLACK people's TURN TO REMIND THE NEW .ADMINISTRATION OF OUR ROLE IN 
ITS VICTORY^ AND TO REMIND IT TOO^ THAT WHAT THE BLACK VOTE GIVETH^ THE 
BLACK VCfTE CAN TAKETH AWAY, 

ThUS^ it is NOW THE TURN OF BLACK PEOPLE TO PRESENT THE ADMINISTRATION 
WITH A BILL FOR SERVICES RENDERED; A BILL NOT LIMITED TO THA^'KS FOR SYMBOLIC 
ACTIONS OR FOR A TOO-SMALL !v\NDFLL v.r GOOD JOBS FOR A FEW BU\CK APPOINTEES^ 
BUT A BILL THAT ITEMIZES SWEEPING CHANGES IN THE SYSTEM THAT HAS CONFINED 
BLACK PEOPLE TO PO\/ERTY^ TO DISCRIMINATION^ AND TO UNEQUAL TREATTCvn". 

And NOWHERE HAS THAT UNEQUAL TREATMENT BEEN MORE GLARING THAN IN 

education, 

For we cannot forget — nor can we let this nation forget ~ that black 

EDUCATION had ITS BEGINNINGS IN ILLEGALITY; THAT IT WAS A CRIME TO TEACH 
BLACK PEOPLE TO READ AND V^ITE. FrOM THAT BEGINNING^ BLACK EDUCATION HAS 
WEATHERED BLOW AFTER BLOW ~ JUST AS THE SLAVEMASTERS ATTEMPTED TO KEEP 
BLACK PEOPLE IN IGNORANCE SO TOO DID THEIR SUCCESSORS DESIGN A BLACK SCHOOL 
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SYSTEM AIMED AT DE^IYIMG BU\CK CHILDRB: -^-IF. SKILLS AND THE TRAINING THAT 
VIOULD EMABLE THEM TO BECOME PRODUCTIVE, i^'iLEPEI^ENT MEN AND WOMBh 

The STORY of buck education in America has been the conflict betv/een 

THOSE VMO V,OULD DFNY US OUR RIGHTS A'iD THOSE /V-WJG US DETERMINED TO ESCAPE 
THE MARGINAL STATUS ASSIG,NEO-TO BUCK PEOPLE. Pw THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUALITY 
OF EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY TODAY REPEATS THE EARLIER BATTLES OF TME PAST. 

In ALMOST EVERY ISSUE OF RELEV.A^iCE TO BUCK EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS^ 
WE FIND A DETERMINED OPPOSITION ir>ITENT ON LIMITING OUR ACCESS TO EDUCATION^ 
AND THUS^ TO THE SKILLS A.'© KNOWLEDGE THAT WILL Ei^LE US TO CO^P£TE EQUALLY 
FOR THE REWARDS OF OUR SOCIETY. 

The same EDUCATIO^JAL system that Oi\LY a few YEARS AGO WAS HELD UP TO 
US AS BEING THE VEHICLE FOR ADVANCEMEj^JT AW MOBILITY BY OTHER GROUPS IS 

now described as being incapable of dea.lir.g with black children. 

We've been swamped with studies that purport to show that schools 
dcn't m\(E a difference. There are studies that conclude that cuss 

SIZE doesn't matter^ that busing doesn't ViCRKj THAT EDUCATION HAS NO 
INFLUEICE on future EARNINGS^ THAT BUCK KIDS DON't HAVE THE IQ IT TAKES 
TO SUCCEED IN SCHOOL^ THAT COMPENSATORY EDUCATION DOESN't WORK AND THAT 
SCHOOLS CAiN't solve SXIETY's PROBLEf-^. 

AmD IN ADDITION TO THESE A^aD SIMIUR STUDIES DESIGNED TO DOWNGRADE 
TME IMPORTANCE OF EDIX:ATI0N^ WE FirD AT THE SAiME TIME INTENSE COf-IPETITION 
FOR CONTROL OF EDUCATIONAL FUNCTIONS MS) FOR ACCESS TO THOSE SCHOOLS THAT 
aren't SUPPOSED TO mTTER. 
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EaRLY CHILDHOCD education^ instead of SPROin"ING ROOTS IN CC^MUNnY- 
^^SED FACILITIES IS BEING SET UP AS A PLUM TO BE RIPENED AND PICKED BY 
. TRADITIOrJAL EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS . CAREER EDUCATION^ WHICH COULD 
HOLD GREAT PROMISE^ IS BEING TARGETED BY THOSE WHO WOULD REDUCE IT TO 
THE OLD VOCATIONAL EDUCATION THAT SERVED TO CHANNEL BLACK YOUNGSTERS 
INTO LOW-PAY^ LOW-STATUS JOBS. ThE PUBLIC BLACK COLLEGES FACE A TVREAT 
TO BLA.Ci< COMTROL AND ORIENTATION-^OUGH ACTIONS DESIGNED TO MERGE OR 
DESEGREGATE TMEM AND THUS DEPRIVE TME BLACK COMMUNITY OF A CENTRAL 
INSTITUTION WHILE PREDOMINATELY WHITE COLLEGES CONTINUE THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
WHILE RETAINING DISCRIMINATORY FEATURES. 

And EVEN THE LIMITED SPECIAL ADMISSIONS PROGRAMS TO UNIVERSITIES 
AND PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS ARE UNDER CHALLENGE^ WITH THE FATE OF BUCK 
ENTRY INTO THE PROFESSIONS NOW IN THE HANDS OF THE SUPREME COJRT^ WHICH 
, WILL RULE ON THE BaKKE CASE. It IS VITAL THAT THE CoURT UPHOLD THE 
CONSTITUTIONALITY OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAfIS THAT RECOGNIZE' THE 
UNIQUE EXPERIENCE OF BLACK PEOPLE IN AflERICA^ AND PROGRAMS THAT PJRSUE A 
\ COMPELLING STATE II^TEREST IN EQUALIZING OPPORTUNITIES. OUR NATION 
1 tVST COME TO RECOGNIZE THAT IN THE ABSENCE OF TRUE EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY^ 
' RACIAL NEUTRALITY IS A MEANS OF PERPETUATING^ IN MORE DISCREET FASHION^ 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

In THESE AND OTHER CONFLICTS CENTERED ON EDUCATI r:^!AL POLICY WE SEE 
A DEMONSTRATION OF TWO IMPORTA^^■ FACTS: ONE IS THAT SCV^LS ARE VERY^ 
VERY IMPORTAI^^ NO MATTER WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY. AlL THL PROPAGANDA 
DOWNGRADING SCHOOLS HASN'T LESSENED THE iriTENSITY OF STT^LGGLES ABOUT 
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EDUCATIONAL POLICY OR ACCESS TO SCHOOLS. It IS ENOUGH TO NOTE TriAT 
THOSE MOST VOCAL ABOUT THE LIMITED ROLE OF EDUCATION IN ECONOMIC 
OLTTLOOK ARE THOSE THAT SPEND THE MOST FOR THEIR CHILDREN'S PRIVATE 
SCHOOLS AND ARE Ai'^TONG THOSE B-1PL0YERS MOST INSISTENT ON DIPL^-IAS 
AND CERTIFICATES AS QUALIFIERS FOR JOBS THAT NEVER REQUIRED THEi^ 
BEFORE. 

A SECOND IMPORTArrr FACT IS THAT THE SCHOOL SYSTEM STILL HAS AS 
ITS CENTRAL FUNCTION NOT THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN BUT^ IN JoHN PoRTER's 

v^rds^ the th?ee "s's" ~ s0rti^x5^ screening and selecting. 

Schools function as society's filter^ sorting^ screening and selecting 

PEOPLE TO ASSUME THEIR PLACE IN SOCIETY. TmoUGHOLTT OUR HISTORY THEY'vE 
SORTED BLACKS OUT OF THE SYSTEM^ SCREENED MOST OF US INTO LOW-PAY^ LOW- 
STATUS JOBS^ AND SELECTED A HANDFUL TO GAIN AN INSECURE FOOTHOLD IN THE 
SYSTEM. 

And the iwortance of that traditional role accounts for the intensity 
of the co^^troversies being fougkt out today on the education battleground. 

So LONG AS BLACKS CAN BE EXCLUDED FROM THE 'ThREE S" PROCESS^ SO LONG AS 
THE LEVERS OF COmTROL REMAIN IN OTHER HANDS, THEN BLACK PEOPLE WILL ALSO 
BE EXCLUDED FROM OUR RIGHTFUL ROLE AS FULL PARTNERS IN THIS LA^D WE 
HELPED BUILD. 

To DATE, WE HAVE PARADED OUR POVERLESSNESS, REACTING ~ OFTEN TOO 
LATE — TO MEASURES TAKEN WITHOUT CONSULTATION WITH MINORITY ORGANIZATIO^JS 
AND WITHOUT CONSIDERATION OF THE BEST INTERESTS OF BLACK CHILDREN. We 
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HAVE BEEN ABLE TO MAKE SOME LIMITED IMPACT IN SOME LOCALITIES^ DEPE^ING 
UPON THE RESPONSIVENESS OF LOCAL LEADERSHIP m THE STRENGTH OF THE BUCK 
COmUNITY. 

But in the most important issues with national significance we have 

NOT MADE our PRESENCE FELT TO THE DEGREE THAT WE MUST. ThERE ARE ISSUES 
TODAY THAT GO BEYOND THE FAIRLY CLEAR ONES OF CURRICULUM^ STAFFING AND 
CaWNITY INVOLVEMENT^ WITH WHICH CXJR ENERGIES AND RESOURCES HAVE BEEN 
r^lOST CONCERNED. 

An EXAMPLE OF THIS IS THE ADMINISTRATION'S NEW PLAN FOR YaTH JOBS 
THAT WOULD CREATE 200^000 JOBS FOR TEENAGERS AND YOUNG PEOPLE OVER THE 
NEXT 18 MONTHS. TkAT PLAN HAS SOME HOLES IN IT, BUT THE ONE GLARING 
OMISSION THAT COULD HAVE CHANGED IT FROM A TEMPORARY, EMERGENCY JOB 
PLAN im"0 A LONG-TERM YOUTH DEVELOPMEKT PROGRAM IS THE FAIUJRE TO INCLUDE 
AN EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT. 

l^ILE OTHERS HAGGLE ABOUT THE SCOPE AND THE COST OF THE YOUTH JOB 
PROGRV^] we've GCrr TO BE IN THERE, NOT ONLY FIGHTING FOR AN EXPANDED 
PROGRAM, BUT ALSO GETTING THAT EDUCATIONAL COMPONENT BUILT INTO IT. We'vZ 

got to be in the corridors and the cloakrooms v/here the decisions are made, 
pointing to the need for those educational programs and demonstrating that 
they would make the difference between helping develop the human a^d tax- 
paying potentials of our young people and just getting them off the streets 
into low-skill temporary jobs for 18 months. 

There are issues like school financing that have a direct impact on 

the future of all black and poor school children, that require expertise 
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AND CCMPETBCE ON TOE PART OF BLACK ORGANIZATIONS IF WE ARE TO BE IN A 
POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE ALLOCATION OF EDUCATIONAL FUWS. UNLESS W^t 
CAN MARSHALL THE STATISTICS Af© COMPILE THE EVIDE^X:E TO SUPPORT Oofi 
CUIMS FOR f^RE EQUAL EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES^ WE WON'T GET JY^aA, UnLHSS 
VE CAN SHARPEN OUR ORGATJIZING ABILITY AND HELP BLACK PARENTS USE THEIR 
POLITICAL MUSCLE TO ENSURE .ADEQUATE FUNDS GO TO SCHOOLS AHENDED BY 
THEIR KIDS^ mRE WNEY WILL GO TO BUILD SWIi'^ING POOLS ON SUBURBAN 
CAMPUSES. 

There are m\ER issues that require knowledge of the subtleties 

OF THE CORRIDORS OF POWER^ ISSUES LIKE V^HETHER THE OFFICE OF EDUCATION 
should remain in HB'i OR V/HETHER IT SHOULD BE A SEPARATE DEPARTMENT. 

This is something that will impact directly on our children's education^ 

AND already SlROm BATTLE LINES ARE FORMING ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ISSUE. 

Black educational experts and cawNiTY-BASED organizations have to 

HAMMER our A POSITION ON THIS ISSUE. We'vE GOT TO BE IN THERE WITH THE 
POLITICAL SAW'Y AND THE CLOUT TO HAVE IT RESOLVED THE WAY WE WANT. ThAT 
REQUIRES MORE THAN LEISURELY STUDY A^D LEARNED POSITION PAPERS. It 
REQUIRES POOLING OUR EXPERTISE AND UNITING IN A COALITION TO INFLUENCE 
THE DECISION. AnD IT's A DECISION THAT's GOING TO BE f-lADE SOONj WE DON't 
HAVE THE LUXURY OF DAViDLING FOR MONTHS OVER THIS AT© PLAYING HUNCHES WITH 

OUR children's lives. 

There's something else-That's required^ tjot only on this particular 

ISSUE^ BUT ON all OF THE MAJOR ISSUES AFFECTING EDUCATION, AnD THAT IS 
THAT WE ADOPT A SPIRIT OF COOPERAT-WN A^D JOINT HELPFUL^JESS . VIe'vE GOT 
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TO LEARN TO SUBMERGE OUR OWN EGOES AT TIMES F'^R THE GREATER GOOD. IIe'vE 
GOT TO U^DERSTAND THAT THE DAYS OF ThE k ^D?J■ , OF JYiE. ONE SPOKESrW^^ 
OF TME SINGLE CHARISMATIC GUIDE^ ARE QVi-If;. 

BU\CK LEADERSHIP TODAY REFLECTS THE PLURALISM OF OUR IifTERESTS AT© 
THE DIVERSITY OF OUR PEOPLE. ; ,It INCLUDES NOT ONLY THE TRADITIONAL 
SOURCES OF LEADERSHIP — TME CHURCH^ TME PRESS^ TME PROFESSIONS^ TME 
CIVIL RIGHTS AGENCIES^ AND THE POLITICAL LEADERS — BUT ALSO EMERGIiNXS 

NEW QRoups. These include tme gro^/ing n'jmbers of black political 

APPOINTEES^ BLACK CORPORATE EXECUTIVES^ LOCAL COWNITY ORGANIZATIONS/'; 
BLACK U\BOR LEADERS^ AND TME MUSHROOMING NL^'BERS OF BLACK ELECTED 
OFFICIALS, 

And ALL OF THESE LEADERSHIP GROUPS LOOK TO BLACK EXPERTS IN LAW^ 
MEDICINE^ EDUCATION AND OTHER D^XIPLINES FOR THE RESEARCH^ THE 
EXPERTISE AND TME AMMUNITION WITM WHICH TO WAGE TME BATTLE FOR EQIAL 
RIGHTS AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY. 

The DEGREE TO WHICH WE SUCCEED IS EXACTLY THAT DEGREE TO WHICH WE 
CAN MERGE QUR PERSONAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL AMBITIONS imo A COOPERATIVE 
FRAMEWORK FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL BLACK PEOPLE. We MUST WORK TOGETHER 
FOR^ IN W.E.B. DUBOIS' WORDS^ "that great AND GUIDING IDEAL OF GROUP 
DEVELOPME^f^ AND LEADERSHIP." 

I HAVE CONFIDENCE THAT WE ARE CONCERNED ENOUGH A^D HONEST ENOUGH TO 
COME TOGETHER IN A SPIRIT OF DETEP^f^INED COOPERATION^ TO FORGE THE CREATIVE 
ALLIANCE THAT WILL ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF LITTLE BLACK CHILDRBvl IN GFiETTO 
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SCHOOLS WITM PAINT CRU'^IBLIMG ON THE V/ALLS^ CUJTCHING A READING PRIrER 
im DREAMING OF BEIi^lG AN ASTROry\Ur OR A SCIBITIST OR AM EDUCATOR. 

That's v/hat v/e're all here for — to look out for those children, to 

SAVE them FRa-! BEIN<5 LOST TO THE (MEAN STREETS ATD THE PREDATORS OF A 
DISCRIMINATORY SOCIETY, TO HELP THEfl TO DEVELOP THEIR POTB^iTIAL TO 
THE MAXIiMLM SO THAT THEY TOO, WILL ONE DAY GO FORTH A^D HELP OTHERS 

y 

\ 

TO FULLER^ MORE MEANINGFud LIVES. 

i 
j 

TrROUGH OUR EFFORTS, AND THROUGH THE CONTINUING UNSELFISH EFFORTS 
OF THOUSA^iDS UPON THOUSANDS OF CONCERNED BLACK PEOPLE Af^iD PARENTS AND 
EDiyxrORS, WE CAN HELP OUR CHILDREN BUILD A NBV LAND OF JUSTICE A"^ 
C-?0HTUNn7. 

Black people have al^wys held fast to that vision of an /V-iERica. 
OF equality m justice, a vision that ani.wed the Declaration of 
Independbjce and has eluded us since. It is a vision we've clung 
TO in the deepest dungeons of slavery, in tme hardest hells of 
oppression and tchay we cling to it still, in vwat wk hope will 
be tme dawm of a new era, 

For if the new tmt of faith in iwinent cm^E is due in part 

to the black role in bringing ABOUT NEW TJATIONAL LEADERSHIP, IT ALSO 
DERIVES FROM A HEIGHTENED CONSCIOUSNESS OF WHO WE ARE, WHERE WE CAME 
FROM, AND WHERE WE ARE GOIfJG. It IS A CONSCIOUSNESS MADE PLAIN TO 

ALL Americans, white'atd black, who were t-tade, many for the first 
time^ so painfully aware of the grim PAST through watching Roots . 
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I THINK Roots FirjAiLv drove hqme to most teicANs that the 

SHIPS THAT BROUGHT KuOTA KiNTE A^D HIS BLACK BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
TO THESE SHORES \VERE NOT THE 'rlAYFlJOWER. ThEY DID WT PASS A 

v/ELC0f-iii\G Statue of Liberp,' beaLing the inscription. "Give me your 

TIRED. YOUR POOR. YOUR HUDDLED fksSES YEARNING TO BREATHE FREE. THE 
V,RETCHED REFUSE OF YOUR TEEM I iN-G SHORE. SeND IHESE. THE HOMELESS 
TEMPEST-TOSSED TO ME. I LIFT mjLf^F BESIDE THE GOIDEN DOOR." 

Yes. those buck ancestors' oF '^ours yearned to be free, but they 

V/ERE HELD IN SLAVERY AND INSTEAD OF A "gOLDEN DOOR" THEY FOUND V/h'IPS 
AND CHAINS AND BRUTALITY IN STEAMING COTTON FIELDS. 

BqQIS. M^E that VISIBLE. MaNY V/HITE people NEVER UNDERSTOOO 
BEFORE THAT IT WAS DIFFERE^^■ FOR US. MaNY STILL DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
that it is DIFFERENT TODAY. AS WELL. THAT COLOR V/HICH WAS ONCE A BADGE 
OF SLAVERY IS TODAY A BADGE OF DIS,ADVANTAGE. ROQTS WON't MAKE PEOPLE 
OPEN THEIR NEIGHBORHOODS TO BLACK HOMBUYERS. It WCN't MAKE THEM 
SUPPORT irfTEGRATED SCHOOLS. OR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION OR ANY NUMBER OF 
THINGS IMPORTANT TO ADVA^JCE BLACK STATUS AND CONDITIONS. BUT IT 
mY MAKE THEM SENSITIVE TO TOE NEED FOR CHANGE. AlVARE OF THE TANGLED 
ROOTS OF PRESENT INEQUITIES. AT© MORE UNDERSTANDING OF THE NEED TO 
OVERCOME THE NATIONAL SHAME OF EXPLOITATION AND RACISM. 

. And Bqqi^ has a ^ESSAGE for black people, too. It TAUoi-rr us the 

CRUELTY OF THE PAST. YES. BUT IT ALSO TAUGHT US THE INNER STRENGTHS 
DEVELOPED IN ADVERSm AMD TiHE WAY OUR PEOPLE PRESERVERED. SURVP/ED 
AND OVERCAME. 
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It is a message of pride ai^d strength. Its message of self- 
reijance is one that v.'e can use today, too. for we must realize 

THAT V/HILE V/E PRESS THE AdMINISTRATIGiN AMD THE CoMGRESS TO CREATE- 
JOBS, THEY can't GO TO THE B-lPL0N71Er.T CENTERS FOR US, THEY CAjN't 
TAKE THE JOB-TRAI^]I^iG FOR US> AfD THEY CAN't LEARN THE SKILLS FOR 

US. The Presided ai© the CorjGREss ha^/e to provide resol'rces for 

EDUCATION, HE^TH ATD HOUSiriG, AND CRIME CONTROL, BUT THEY CAN't 
PASS THE TESTS FOR US, THEY CAN't GO TO THE HEALTH CLI.NICS FOR 
US^ THEY can't TAKE CARE OF CUR HOMES FOR US, AND THEY CAN't 
r-'AKE OUR NEIGHBORHOODS SAFE. ThE CaRTER ^MINISTRATION CAN't 

DO IT ALL. The Co^JGREss can't do it all. The private sector 
can't do it all. They ca:^ rbwe the structural barriers to 
OUR progress; they can help Em discrimination and partially 

COMPENSATE FOR IT," THEY CAN PROVIDE A FRAMEWORK IN V/HICH BLACK 
people can FINALLY BURY THEIR CHAINS, BUT THEN CAN 't — AND 

won't — do it all. . 

Black people, ourseu?/es, mist retain this initiative. VIe 
MJST do it ourselves. We did it for ourselves in the 19C0s, we 

CAN DO fJO L£SS in THE 1970s. 

We REMe«1BER FROM RCQEi THAT BUCK PEOPLE HAVE SURVIVED BECAUSE 
WE HELD FAST TO A SENSE OF COi^MUNITY AND SHARED DESTINY. ThOSE 
IRREPLACEABLE STRENGTHS MUST TJOW BE USED TO WIN EQUALITY IN A SOCIETY 
BASED ON INITIATIVE ATJD COf-lPETITION. ThE BLACK COM^IUNITY HAS AMPLY 
DEMONSTRATED ITS COMMITMENT TO THE WORK ETHICj OF ALL AMERICANS, 
WE HAVE WORKED HARDEST AinID LOrXBEST FOR THE LEAST. BlACK PEOPLE 
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mVE DEMONSTRATED TWEIR ABILITY TO SURMOUNT DIFFICULTIES AND OVERCQ'^^E 
RACISM. We have DEMONSTRATED THAT WE HAD TME SKILL Am THE KNOWLEDGE 
TO SUCCEED WHENEVER DOORS WT-.';E OPBJED". 

The MILLIONS of BUXCK people WViO M^CHED TO TME POLLS ON ELECTION 
Day WERE AFFIRMING TMEIR BELIEF IN THE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES EMBEDDED 

IN OUR Constitution. They were expressing their faith in the demxratic 

PROCESS and black PEOPLE HAVE HELD FAST TO THAT FAITH DESPITE THE 
FACT THAT^ FOR ALMOST ALL OF OUR HISTORY^ THIS NATION REJECTED OUR 
NEEDS AND DESPISED OUR ASPIRATIOTJS . STILL WE CLUNG TO OUR VISION 
OF DEMOCRATIC EQUALITY. 

It IS THAT VISION WE CELEBRATE TONIGKT. AlL OF US MUST GATHER 
OUR STRENGTH FOR A FINAL DRIVE TO ATTAIN ,\ JUST SXIETY WHERE EQUALITY 
AND PROSPERITY ARE SHARED FAIRLY. LeT DS RECOGNIZE THE STRENGTHS OF 
OUR HERITAGE OF REEDOM^ THE POWERFUL SETJSE OF JUSTICE IN OUR TRADITIONS, 
AND THE LIMITLESS BOUNDARIES OF OUR ASPIRATIOTJS . 

To THAT END, LET US WORK TOGETHER. LeT US BRING A MESSAGE OF HOPE 
TO OUR PEOPLE, A MESSAGE OF PRIDE AND DIGNITY,>A MESSAGE LIKE THE ONE 

OssiE Davis wrote for Reverend Purlie in the drama "Purlie Victorious:" 

"FIy FRIENDS, I FIND BEING BU\CK, A THING OF BEAUTY. 
A JOY, A STRENGTH. A SECRET CUP OF GLADNESS. 
A NATIVE LAND IN NEITHER TIME NOR PU^CEj 
A NATIVE LAND IN EVERY NeGRO's FACE. Be LOYAL 
TO YOURSELF, YOUR SKIN, YOUR HAIR, YOUR LIPS, 
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Your southern speech^ your laughing kindness. 
A Negro kingdom's vast as any other, Accept in 

FULL the sweetness OF YOUR BLACKfCSSj im WISHING 
TO BE WHITE NOR RED NOR YELLOW NOR A^^l' OTHER RACE 
OR FACE^ BUT THIS. FAREWELL MY DEEP AND f^RVMiC 
BROTHERS. Be BRAVE. KeeP FREEDOM IN THE FAMILY 
AND DO WHAT YOU CAN FOR "mE WHITE FOLKS." 

Now^ MAY THE Constitution of the United States go with you; 
THE Declaration of Independence stand by youj the Bill of Rights 
protect you and may your om dreams be your ONI.Y boundaries hence- 
forth NOW and forever. 



